
Prior to 1952, the perception in the United Pentecostal Church of missions was something done 
overseas. The December 1952 issue of the Pentecostal Herald broke the news:
 
“A great program under the name of Home Missions was recently adopted at the 28th Annual 
Conference of the United Pentecostal Church which convened in October at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. The missionary zeal that has for so many years affected the progressiveness of 
foreign Pentecostal activities will now have its effect upon the work throughout the United States 
and Canada.”  Thus, the Home Missions Division was born, with a focus on reaching souls in 
North America.

It is interesting that in 1952, when Home Missions was put into the strategy of the United 
Pentecostal Church, there were only 1,321 churches.  In 2015 we have 4,602 churches, with 
9,746 ministers, and we are in 212 nations and territories all over the world.  Growth in our base 
here in North America has extended our reach in all the world.  By the way, in 2011, the name 
was changed to North American Missions.

For the first fifteen years, North American Missions existed without any specific and consistent 
source of funding. In the mid 1960’s, Reverend Jack Yonts, a church planter in Wisconsin, 
conceived the idea of giving their families’ biggest gift to Jesus.  Instead of giving each other 
extravagant gifts that would fade in time they would give to another church planting family who 
was building something that would never fade.  The first Christmas for Christ started in the 
Yonts living room, and their home missions church gave $1,000 that year to the cause of 
“Home” missions.  A nearby church heard about it, and did the same.  It began to spread, and in 
1967, Christmas for Christ (CFC) was launched as a national program under Director Haskell 
Yadon.  A few months after the launch of CFC, Reverend Yadon returned to the West Coast to 
pastor a church.  

In 1968, J.T. Pugh of Port Arthur, Texas, was elected Director.  He served for six years and in 
many ways laid the foundation for the current operation of both Christmas for Christ and North 
American Missions.  Reverend Pugh focused on only a few things. His message was simple 
and clear:

North America is relatively unevangelized. We need church planters. In order for there to be 
church planters, pastors must be intentional about being spiritual fathers and raise up sons in 
the gospel who they release to start churches.  Bro Jack Yonts, the founder of CFC was elected 
as Director of North American Missions in 1977, and served for 16 years.  He continued the 
vision that God gave him in his living room, and Christmas for Christ expanded and grew.

This particular idea of giving your biggest Christmas gift to Jesus is the founding premise of 
Christmas for Christ.  Where you find a church that gives a meaningful CFC offering on a per-
capita basis, you will usually discover the pastor leads his congregation to do exactly as Jack 
Yonts family did in the mid-1960’s. Give your biggest Christmas gift to Jesus!

From that tiny oak of possibility sprang a ministry that has seeded churches, impacting North 
America and the entire world.  When Christmas for Christ went national in 1967, the offering 
was $109,113.34.  In 2014, the offering was $3.6 million.  Since 1967, over $70 million dollars 
has been invested into church planters in North America.  Not only has Christmas for Christ 
planted churches, but these churches have paid a huge return on the investment. Consider just 
two examples:



▪ In 1978, Wayne Huntley, Missionary to Raleigh, North Carolina, received a CFC 
allocation of $31,200.00.  From 1999 to 2009, the church in Raleigh has given $303,860.25 to 
Christmas for Christ.

▪ In 1993, David Bernard, Missionary to Austin, Texas, received a CFC allocation 
of $12,000.00.  From 1999 to 2009, the church in Austin has given $77,800.00 to Christmas for 
Christ.

Neither example cited here begins to consider the amount of money either of these churches 
has given to Global Missions or any other ministry of the UPCI.  What an incredible return on 
the investment.

CFC produces the majority of funds for church planting efforts in each district.  Forty percent of 
each district’s Christmas for Christ offering remains in the district for direct use toward 
evangelism.  These funds are used exclusively for starting new churches, training church 
planters, promoting CFC, and underwriting the administration of the District Missions effort.

Every dime of every offering received comes from a church that was once a church plant. 
Partners in Missions for overseas missions, Mothers Memorial, Save Our Children, Fathers’ Day 
offerings, Sheaves for Christ, and any other partnership in giving would fade to nothing if every 
church that began as a North American Missions church did not exist.

Christmas for Christ and North American Missions pays a direct dividend.  It is like a preferred 
stock. A preferred stockholder gets a dividend whether or not anyone else does.  Christmas for 
Christ and North American Missions is preferred stock.  An offering to Christmas for Christ has 
one of the strongest returns on investment of any contribution made into the United Pentecostal 
Church.
There is the dividend of Evangelism and Discipleship.
The dividend of preachers developed and released.
The dividend of new churches multiplied giving to overseas missions.
The dividend of district growth.
The dividend of leadership development for a section or a district.
The dividend of district health through vibrant new growth.

 Let’s again, give our best, and biggest gift to Jesus.


